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In statements to the press Feb. 26, leaders of Costa Rica's Permanent Council of Workers claimed
they will continue to pressure the government to change its fiscal policy despite the annoyance
of public officials. Ronald Campos and Alsimiro Herrera, representing the Costa Rican Workers
Confederation (CTCR) and the Costa Rican Workers Confederation (CTC), respectively, said a
moratorium on the foreign debt and a new approach to negotiations with foreign lending agencies
are unavoidable. The CTCR and CTC helped organize a protest march in downtown San Jose on
the evening of Feb. 25, in which workers, university students and staff, public school teachers, and
small- and medium-sized farmers participated. The marchers called on the government to terminate
negotiations with the International Monetary Fund (IMF), credit facilities and land for farmers,
and a moratorium on foreign debt payments, among other things. University students called
for a freeze on tuition costs; university employees, wage increases; public school teachers, talks
between Education Ministry officials and teachers. An official commission headed by Presidency
Minister Rodrigo Arias, met with representatives of the protestors and discussed their demands.
Spokespersons for the CTCG and CTC said that if San Jose declared a moratorium on debt interest
payments the government would possess adequate financial resources to meet the needs of the
Costa Rican people. (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, 02/26/87)
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